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THE MESSENGER 
The Peekskill Presbyterian Church                                                                                          April 2018 

 Presbyterians are Life Long Learners 

The Hudson River University proved to be informative and interesting this year. It was 

well attended by 150 Presbyterians who were eager to course correct or build upon the 

vision and ministries of their congregations. The Peekskill Presbyterian church made 

up 13 of that number. 

The social justice workshop was led by representatives from the denominations United 

Nations office. The U.N. office is focusing this year on strengthening relationships with 

congregations. They are inviting Presbyterians to attend an open house every third 

Wednesday of the month. I am looking forward to attending an open house soon.  

The Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations has a front row seat at the International 

stage and responds to the critical issues of our time including:  

Human trafficking 

Middle East Peace 

International religious Freedom 

Hunger 

Gender Justice 

Child Soldiers 

Discrimination 

Global Migration and Movement  

The ministry seeks to equip and inspire global discipleship through: Advocacy, Coop-

eration, Education, Humanitarian Support, Leadership Development, and Study    

The United Nations is co-sponsoring a Compassion, Peace & Justice training day on 

April 20th, 2018 8:00 a.m. through 4:30 p.m. 

The UN office also partnered with the Poor Peoples Campaign to sponsor a National 

Call for Moral Revival.  The event was held at the Union Theological Seminary on 

Monday March 26th.   

A second workshop sponsored during the Hudson River University was designed to 

encourage congregations to partner with other congregations that share similar ministry 

interests. I encouraged some in attendance to co-sponsor a ñSpirit Talkò Youth night 

with us.  

The Presbytery training day at Stony Point was time well spent this year. Traveling to-

gether and sharing information and ideas at with PPC members during lunch made the 

day extra special.   Our denomination and our Presbytery are engaged in the kind of 

meaningful ministry that makes me proud to be a Presbyterian! 

 

By Faith, Pastor Stephany  
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April 27, 2018 

Save the Date 

April 13, 2018 - Women of HOPE 

Birthday Celebration  

Details to Follow  
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Continued Prayers¦. for Pat B, Ruth J, 

   Marjorie C, Vera S, Joyce & Dutch T,  

      Ray B, Roscoe R and all of the  

          Congregants unable to join  

                                           in our activities. 
 

         Continued Prayers of Healing¦. for the  

       courageous young people,  world tragic events  

                          and for Our Nation. 

 

                  BIBLE MEMORY VERSES FOR  APRIL 2018 
                               Submitted by Rose Reed   

 

1. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in* him all things in heaven 

and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

powersðall things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in* him all 

things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 

that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

2. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 

but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Je-

sus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (1st John 1:6-7) 

3. The L  is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still wa-

ters; *he restores my soul. *He leads me in right paths *for his nameôs sake. (Psalm 23:1-3) 

4. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, *I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staffðthey 

comfort me. (Psalm 23:4) 

5. You shall love the L  your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep 

these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them 

when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. (Deuteronomy 6:5-7) 

                                             Worship and Rejoice!  

ñMake a joyful noise unto the L , all ye lands.  Serve the L  with gladness: come before His presence 

with singing.  Know ye that the L  He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are His 

people, and the sheep of His pasture.  Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise: be 

thankful unto Him, and bless His name.   For the L  is good; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endures 

to all generations.ò  Psalm 100 

Remember your loved one by dedicating a new hymnal in their name 

$15.00 per hymnal 

Contact the church office for your purchase or for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Deutsch 

March 30, 2018 
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OUR MISSION 

In response to the profound love of 

God through Jesus Christ  

toward all, we 

welcome everyone to join as we study 

and proclaim the gospel, seek the will 

of God, grow in  

spiritual maturity, share our  

resources, and 

respond in service to the needs of our 

members and our neighbors. 

Vision Statement 

The Peekskill Presbyterian Church is a 

faithful and diverse community of Chris-

tians with varied backgrounds, ethnicities, 

talents, and ages.  Guided by the Holy 

Spirit, we are committed 

to nurturing individual and corporate faith 

through:  

Vibrant Worship; 

 Committed Stewardship;  

Relationship Building Fellowship; 

Mission Focused Discipleship;  

and Servant Leadership.  

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

MARCH 8, 2018 
 

 

1. Approved the minutes of the February 8, 2018 meeting with cor-
rections: Philena Boldenôs name was added to those on the 
Nominating Ministry. 

2. The solicitation letter for the November Auction was approved. 

3. To have a paint night for creative painting led by an instructor 
and also serving wine and cheese was approved. 

4. A Spring Congregational meeting is being planned. 

5. There will be a task force established by session to review pre-
liminary budgets before they are submitted to Corporate and 
Business. This is a mandatory review process. These reviews 
will take place in October. The clerk will set up the dates for 
these meetings. This was approved. 

6. Philena Bolden has agreed to act as substitute clerk in the event 
that the current clerk is unable to attend a meeting.  

7. Spirit talk will meet on March 24. Focus on women from differ-
ent religions. 

8. Session members will meet the first Sunday before service to 
pray. 

9. Last month 90 people were served communion. 

10. Motion to adjourn -Approved 

Updates from the Clerkôs Meeting - March 17, 2018 
 

The clerks meeting is always vey informative. It is enlightening to meet with other clerks to share ideas 
and see what other churches are doing. Also the Stated Clerk gave us all the updates that we need to be 
aware of.  

1: The rules and regulations for taking minutes were delineated. 

2. The importance of keeping an accurate roll book was stressed. 

3. The bylaws of the church will need to be updated. 

4. The Manual of Operations book needs to be finished and kept up to date. 

5. The clerk will have his/her work cut out for him/her. 

6. Meetings will be taking place to facilitate the updates that needs to be made. 

7. The congregation will be notified at a meeting as to the updates when they are completed. 

The Messenger May Issue  

Deadline April 20, 2018 

10:00 AM 
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    CLERK'S CORNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1Corinthians 13:13 
And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. (NKJV) 

The Greatest Is Love  Faith: Without it, there would be no Christianity, or any other reli-
gion in the world for that matter. We talk of coming to faith in Christ, and living a life of faith, and we of-
ten laud those in Scripture and in modern times who are known for their faith. 

The Value of Faith  The value of faith cannot be disputed. In fact, Hebrews 11:6 states, "But without 
faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God, must believe that He is, and that He is a re-
warder of those who diligently seek Him." (NKJV) Without faith, we couldn't come to Christ, and without 
faith, we couldn't walk in obedience to him. Faith often motivates us to move forward even when the odds 
are against us. In a sense faith is closely related to hope. 

The Value of Hope 

Hope keeps us going when the situation we face seems impossible. Hope is the expectation that we will 
obtain something specific we desire. Think of how life would be without hope. Hope is there for the single 
mom who doesn't know how she is going to feed her children and keep a roof over their heads. She might 
give up, if it were not for the hope that some type of breakthrough is right around the corner. 

Hope is a gift from God that can bring joy in the midst of very difficult circumstance. Hope encourages us 
that victory is imminent. 

I wouldn't want to live a life without faith, and I wouldn't want to live a life without hope. However, in 
spite of how wonderful, important, and life-changing both faith and hope are, they pale in comparison 
to love. 

The Bible states that love is greater than both faith and hope. 

The Greatest of These Is Love 

What makes love so amazing? For starters, it is what motivated the Father to send His only Son to die for 
us. Without love, there would have been no redemption for mankind. Not only would we be without love, 
but without the redemption that was precipitated by love, there would also be no faith, and no hope. You 
see, nothing else matters, without love. It is foundational for every other good thing in our lives. 

We can never spend too much time on love, 

It is a command given to us from above. 

It holds us together and binds all wounds, 

And certainly will improve all moods. 

It is commendable to love someone close, 

But it is even more Christian to include most. 

Letôs follow Jesus and love the outcast, 

Because doing this is what we were asked. 

Remember the adage many tend to say 

That Love isnôt love until you give it away. 

 

The "World Day of Prayer" worship service scheduled for March 3, 2018 and postponed due to Nor'easter 

#1 has been rescheduled for: Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 12:00 Noon, Shrub Oak United Methodist Church, 

1176 E. Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY  10588 - Refreshments to immediately follow the service. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/faith-hope-and-love-bible-verse-701339
https://www.thoughtco.com/new-king-james-version-700665
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-the-meaning-of-faith-700722
https://www.thoughtco.com/faith-is-key-hebrews-116-day-114-701617
https://www.thoughtco.com/new-king-james-version-700665
https://www.thoughtco.com/hope-bible-verses-701341
https://www.thoughtco.com/types-of-love-in-the-bible-700177
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-redemption-700693
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  Memorial Garden 
Bricks and Benches 

 
 
 

The Stewardship Committee in collaboration with Corporate and Business are planning to have the bricks in the Memorial 

 Garden restored and new bricks installed by summer 2018. The committee will be placing the order for the bricks in  

April 2018 

As a reminder the cost of the bricks including the brick, the engraving and installation are as follows: 
 Granite brick for our church members is $125.000 

Red Brick will cost $60.00 
Cost of a granite brick for Non-Members is $150.00 

 
Two benches are also needed for the Garden. The type, cost and size are currently being investigated and these will also be in 

the Garden by the Summer 2018. 
 

 Should you be interested in purchasing a brick for a loved one or donate towards purchasing or giving a bench for the garden, 
please contact any member of the Steward Committee 

Hilda Arturi, John Bishop, Linda Buckerwicz, Charlene Woods or Marsha Vernon 

                                                                     

 

"The Deacons wish all congregants a very Happy Easter  
and God's Blessing for the season." 

 
The Deacons serve in a ministry of compassionate service to our congregation.  Should a personal  need for 
assistance or information arise, please feel free to contact your Deacon.  Deacons and their congregant lists 
are posted on the bulletin board opposite the church restrooms, down the hall from the choir room.  If ever 
any questions or concerns please  contact your Deacon.   

Congratulations and a big thank you to 
everyone for their extra work leading up to 
Resurrection Sunday. Going forward into 
April, the praise Choir will be taking a 
much deserved vacation for the next two 
months. So Wednesday night rehearsals 
will be Chancel choir only from 7:00-8:15.           
Matt 

Make a note on your calendaré 

Bi-Annual Live Auction will be held on Saturday, November 10, 2018  

Peekskill Presbyterian Church Social Hall  

Time to be announced  

Bring your family and friends  

See you there!!  

Donations accepted ð Please contact Mrs. Charlene Woods  
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PERSPECTIVE 
Barbara Devir, CLP 

 
I have always loved to snorkel.  It gives me perspective.  I see one world above the water and another beneath it.  It reminds me 
of our earthly vision and heavenly vision.  Two worlds!  I really thought I understood.  At least a little.  This year for Christmas I 
received a new snorkel mask.  It is different in many ways and reminded me of how little I really did understand.  For one thing, 
with the new mask, you just breathe, through your nose or through your mouth.  Your choice!  No big mouthpiece .  That re-
minded me of how things that make us uncomfortable here on earth will no longer trouble us in heaven.  No aches and pains, 
no dimmed vision or hearing loss or ...  The huge difference though is in what you can see.  Your range of vision expands and 
you can see 180 degrees, instead of just straight ahead.  It is a new way to look at things.   

 

In September Puerto Rico was devastated by Hurricane Maria.  People were without electricity and water for months and 
months.  Some of them still lack these basic things.   Some people were surprised to know that, as usual, a group of my friends 
and family would spend February in Puerto Rico.  We did.  And we experienced and learned a great deal. 

 

One of those things was how little I really understand about how much God gives us.  I  do try to be aware of the many gifts I 
receive and yet, I must confess, that I rarely think to give thanks for water.  Water is just there.  Until it isn't.  In other places 
there may be droughts or storms or  water that isn't safe to drink, but in my world you just turn on the faucet and there it is.  
Visiting Puerto Rico made me realize in a very direct way that this isn't always true.  Okay.  Add that to my list.  Thank you God 
for water.  And I do.  Now I understand.  Or do I? 

 

On my last Sunday in the Presbyterian Church in Rincon, something different happened at the end of the service.  The congre-
gation was offered big plastic jugs and everyone seemed happy to have them.  I couldn't figure out why, so I asked.  It seems 
that the jugs were for carrying water.  And many people accepted them.  I can only guess that they or someone they knew was 
still in need of water. 

 

And so I went from someone who forgot to be thankful for water to someone looking at people who were thankful for some-
thing to carry water in.  Thank you God for always increasing my perspective.  

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  (Ephesians 3:20) 

   Hudson River University at Stony Point Conference Center ï March 17th 

                                     Stewardship: Planned Giving  

Planned giving is the process of donating planned gifts. A planned gift is a contribution that is ar-

ranged in the present and allocated at a future date. Commonly donated through a will or trust, planned gifts are 

most often granted once the donor has passed away. The process can be as easy as opening an investment account 

and naming the Church as the beneficiary.  The gift can also be physical property. 

The planned gift can help you answer the questions - Who am I going to be after my lifetime? What is MY mission?  

Planned giving affords you the opportunity to continue your support of the church and their work in the community. 

A letter of future intent to the church makes sure the gift is used to your wishes.   

In my own life, I am the Executor of my parentôs still unsettled estate. One of the last things my father requested was 

to take care of the church. To myself and each of my five sisters that meant a different thing ï our church or Dadôs 

church, tithe or pay my mortgage. We finally agreed on an amount but will never be sure if this is what Dad would 

have wanted.  Planned giving is a way to relieve your loved ones of that burden. 

The Stewardship Ministry will be bringing more information on Planned Giving to the congregation in the coming 

months.                                                                                                                                                                        Kathy Cerreta 
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News from the Haiti Mission School - April 2018 

One of the Results of extreme poverty.  Sabrina is one of seven siblings.  She is also one 
of the many casualties of extreme Haitian poverty.  JoEllen has come to know her over the past few 
years. She always sought Sabrina out while in Haiti, and tried to feed and provide education for her. 
This year Sabrina was nowhere to be found. Her mother sadly told the story of not being able to provide 
for her and the rest of the family. And thus Sabrina has been sent as a Restavec to Port Au Prince.   

 Unfortunately, this is not a unique situation.  Haitian ñorphanagesò are filled with children whose fami-
lies cannot afford to feed and clothe them. The children end up in an ñorphanageò or as a Restavec.  
Restavecs are children who are either given (or sold) to someone or some family who agree to take the child.  All too often the 
child ends up as little more than an indentured servant, with all that this entails. Our school has a number of these Restavecs 
attending because we donôt charge tuition,  and we feed them a hot meal each day.  The families they are with donôt want to pay 
tuition.  It is a sad situation with no end in sight.  We simply ask that you would join us in praying for Sabrina and the other 
children caught in Haitiôs crisis. 

Team Projects. As we reported in the newsletter last month, the 
team that went to Haiti this year brought several things with them:  They 
brought solar lights that will allow the students to study or read after dark.  
They brought a new and much improved version of the water straw, and they 
brought MoonCatcher (feminine hygiene) kits for the teenage girls.   

This team, led by Howard and JoEllen also included Howardôs niece, Dr. 
Jena Curtis of SUNY Cortland and two of her graduate students (Karli and 
Eric)  and three members of their security team ( Ben, Cyrus and Steve).   

Dr. Curtis is Associate Professor of Health, with a specialty of Women, Gender and Sexuality.  While Dr. Curtis and Kar-
li met with the older (17+ years) girls from our school, and discussed female sexuality, the males of the team, led by Eric talked 
to the boys in similar discussions of sexuality and violence.  At the end of that discussion Eric handed out condoms to the boys 
and received a standing ovation.  Although condoms are readily available from a local nurse, the boys admitted they are too em-
barrassed to ask for them.  

Dr. Curtis, JoEllen and our missionary friend Lindsay Anderson also met with the girls and some of their female rela-
tives at the secondary school. They talked with them about puberty, their menstrual cycle and body changes. They taught them 
how to use the MoonCatcher reusable menstrual products.  The girls and their relatives were excited to receive the kits and the 
information.  If this project works out, we will bring more kits next time. 

 The team also handed out the solar lights while Ben, Cyrus and Steve instructed the students how to use them. The guys 
were great with our students and all the kids we came in contact with.  They are welcome to join us anytime!   

At long last  After a meeting with Inspector Kazy and members 
of the school committee, it appears that we have an agreement for the government 
to begin providing teachers and guidance for the upcoming school year.  JoEllen 
and Howard will bring what they understand about the agreement back to our 
Board and hopefully all will continue to move forward.   

Once again, we join the students and staff at the Haiti Mission School in thanking you for 

your continuing support and prayers.  

Iŀƛǝ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

th .ƻȄ ппр 

[ŀƪŜ [ǳȊŜǊƴŜΣ b¸ мнупс 

ƘŀƛǝƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎŎƘƻƻƭϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

ŀ рлмώŎϐо Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

                                   100th Anniversary of the American's Creed 

I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by the people, for 

the people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed, a democracy 

in a republic, a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect union, one and  

inseparable; established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity 

for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. 

I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its 

flag, and to defend it against all enemies. 

Written 1917 by William Tyler Page, accepted by the United States House of Representatives on April 3, 1918. 

mailto:haitimissionschool@gmail.com
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      APRIL 2018       
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

April 1 

9:15am-Joint Choirs 

10:00am-Worship 

(with Communion) 

11:30am-Coffee Hour  

           Easter Egg Hunt  

RESURRECTION  

SUNDAY 

 

 

       2 

 

7-9:00pm-NA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

         3 

 

6:45pm-Fit Club 

7:30pm- 

Christian Education 

7:30pm- 

Gates of Heaven 

 

 

4 

  

7:30am-Prayer Call 

6:30pm-AA 

7:00pm-Chancel 

 

 

 
 

5 
 

 

7:00pm-  

Corporate 

& Business 

            6 

12:00pm              

Knitting 

4:30pm-8:30pm 

Youth Ministry 

7:30pm-Gates of 

Heaven 

 

NAT'L TARTAN DAY 

7 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PASSOVER ENDS 

NAT'L BEER DAY 

     8 

9:15am- 

Chancel Choir 

10:00am-Worship 

11:30am-Adult  

Bible Study 
 

 

9 

6:00pm-Personnel 

7-9:00pm-NA 

 

 
 

 
 

 

10 

 

6:30pm-Deacons 

6:45pm-Fit Club 

7-8:30pm-Sharing w 

neighbors @ Drum Hill 

7:30pm- 

Gates of Heaven 

11 

 

7:30am-Prayer Call 

11:30am-Adult  

Bible Study 

6:30pm-AA 

7:00pm-Chancel 

 

12 

7:00pm-Session 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

13 

12:00pm-Women  

Of HOPE Birthday 

Celebration 

4:30pm-8:30pm 

Youth Ministry 

7:30pm-Gates of 

Heaven 

14 

10:00am-12:00pm 

WBWPC 

 

 

 

 
 

   15  

9:15am-Chancel Choir 

10:00am-Worship  

(with Communion) 

11:30an-Coffee Hour 

11:30am-Adult  

Bible Study  

5-6:30pm-Dinner  

 

16 

7-9:00pm-NA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   17 

 

6:45pm-Fit Club       

7:30pm- 

Gates of Heaven 

 

 

TAX DAY 

             18 
 

7:30am-Prayer Call 

12:00pm-Adult 

Bible Study 

6:30pm-AA 

7:00pm-Chancel 
 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

5:00pm-6:30pm- 

Head Start 

Parents Meeting 

                         20 

12:00pm 

Knitting 

4:30pm-8:30pm 

Youth Ministry 

7:30pm-Gates of 

Heaven 

 

                21 

 

 

 

FRUITS & VEGES 

OF THE MONTH 

Green Onions, 

Asian Pear, Leeks 

                 22 

9:15am-Chancel  

10:00am-Worship 

11:30am- 

Coffee Hour 

11:30am-Adult 

Bible Study 
 

EARTH DAY 

23 

7-9:00pm-NA 

 

BIRTHSTONE OF THE 

MONTH- Diamond 

 
 

 

 

 

24  

6:45pm- 

Fit Club 

7:30pm- 

Gates of Heaven 
 

Astrological Sign  

Aries (till 19th)  

& Taurus (20th ɷ) 

25 

 

7:30am-Prayer Call 

12:00pm-Adult 

Bible Study 

6:30pm-AA 

7:00pm-Chancel 

 
 

26 

 

7:30pm- 

"Thirsty" 

 

 

 

 

12:00pm-         27 

Knitting 

4:30pm-8:30pm 

Youth Ministry 

7:30pm-Book Club 

7:30pm-Gates of 

Heaven 

ARBOR DAY 

28 

6:00pm- 

"Spirit Talk" 

 

 

 

7:00PM-Bridge 

(at J. Kaiser's) 

29 

9:15am-Chancel  

10:00am-Worship 

11:30am- 

Coffee Hour 

11:30am-Adult  

Bible Study 

11:30am-Hand Bell 

30 

7-9:00pm-NA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

May 1 

 

6:45pm-Fit Club 

7:30pm- 

Gates of Heaven 

 
 

 

 

MAY DAY 

2 

7:30am-Prayer Call 

11:30am-Adult  

Bible Study 

6:30pm-AA 

7:00pm-Chancel 

 

 

 3 
 

7:00pm-  

Corporate 

& Business 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                         4 

12:00pm-             

Knitting 

4:30pm-8:30pm 

Youth Ministry 

7:30pm-Gates of 

Heaven 

STAR WARS DAY 

5 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CINCO DE MAYO 

Church Office Hours 

TuesñFri, 9:30amñ2:30pm 

914-737-3322, 914 -737-7822 (fax) 

914-737-6549 (kitchen) 

office@peekskillpresby.org                                    

Pastor Stephany Graham 

Office Hours 

Wed: 10AMñ3PM, Thurs: 4ñ7PM 

On Call 

Friday and Saturday              

Church Web site: 

www.peekskillpresby.org 

Find Us on Face Book: 

Peekskill Presbyterian Church 

705 South Street, Peekskill, NY 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all 

those who were born in 

the Month of  April. 

 

Lord's Attic Thrift Shop 

Hours: 10 Am-3 PM  

Wed, Thurs, & Sat. 


